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IN THE WORLD, BUT NOT OF IT 
 
“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”   (AV) 
 
The Letter of Paul to the Romans is unique amongst his writings in that it is sent to a 

Church which he himself had not founded or even visited. The result of this was that this Letter is 
very different from the others. Mostly the others had been written in response to a problem that had 
arisen in a church where Paul had laboured, which meant that the Letter dealt largely, though not 
exclusively, with the problem in hand, and didn’t give Paul the chance to write at length about his 
overall views and hopes for the fledgling Christian Church. 

 
But Romans is different. There was no immediate problem to resolve, except that Paul had 

to introduce himself to a Church that already existed, that must have heard about him and may well 
have been a bit suspicious of him. We don’t know the origins of the Church in Rome. Saint Luke in 
the Acts of the Apostles doesn’t help beyond mentioning Aquila and Priscilla with whom Paul lived 
in Corinth and who had recently arrived there from Rome.  

 
Paul has already preached the Gospel in the strategic centres of population in the East and 

his restlessness now urges him to reach out to places where Christ is not yet known. He declares his 
intention to visit Rome as part of his missionary activity in the Western Mediterranean, culminating 
in a proposed visit to Spain – which he probably never actually made. So Paul writes to the Church 
in Rome to explain his understanding of the Christian Gospel so that he may be the more readily 
accepted when he eventually arrives there. 

 
The first part of his Letter – the first eleven chapters – is really a summary of what Paul 

believes. It is here that he deal with the great subjects like the need of salvation for all mankind, 
about justification and sanctification, and about life in Christ. It is about how we human beings 
achieve a right relationship with God that will bring us ultimately to share fully in his kingdom. He is 
writing to a Church that is almost certainly made up largely of new believers drawn from the pagan 
world with a sprinkling of Jewish Christians, so he tries to address the needs of both groups, and to 
see how they each fit into the divine plan.  

 



The passage we heard today as the second reading marks the end of this part of the Letter 
and begins to teach us what difference all this belief makes in our relationships both with God and 
with one another. 

 
So, with all this weight of theology behind him, the discussion of how a man can be put in a 

right relationship with God is over and Paul moves on to what is expected from his Roman readers 
and, thus, from us? 

 
Saint Paul offers us a vision where, different though we are, we are one body in Christ, each 

with our own gifts to put at the service of the Lord; and what he says about prophets and ministers 
and teachers applies equally to all of us with whatever talent and skill we possess.  

 
He is encouraging us to build a world where genuine love is the foundation – a world where 

we can, as Paul says, “rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, and be constant in prayer”. But the 
earth has not yet become the scene of true brotherhood. There are times, in fact, when the 
enormous power that we possess threatens to put an end to the human race itself. It is only through 
the cross and resurrection of Christ and the fulfillment of his new commandment of love that the 
world can be transformed and human perfection can be achieved. 

 
We have walked up the steps of Saint Thomas today and we have entered the church. We 

have left behind us the commercialism, the emphasis on man and his wants, the hedonism of the 
world expressed in the activity of Fifth Avenue, and we have entered a world that is differently 
oriented, where the centre of all activity and thought is God. 

 
If we have been in a brewery, or a fish shop or a perfumery, when we leave it we probably 

take some of the odour, scent, smell with us. Gradually as we go about in the open air, those specific 
smells will reduce. Conversely if we have been out in the open air, when we enter a building we 
bring with us something of the outdoor world. 

 
It is the same when we come to church. We cannot suddenly change and put on our church-

going face and forget the interests and problems and joys that we were involved in before we 
arrived. But as we settle down in church, and take our part in the service, this new atmosphere of 
God-centered life should enter us and allow us to see our lives from a different perspective. Our 
previous joys should be muted by comparison with the joy that Christ can bring into our lives. Our 
previous worries should take on a new perspective as we see them against the background of God’s 
activity and Christ’s self-offering on the cross. Our previous interests may well be seen as shallow 
and temporary. 

 
In a similar way as we leave church we should take with us something of the “holy” that we 

have experienced here that will help us in leading our lives until we are next able to spend an hour or 
so with our maker and our fellow believers. That sense of the holy will gradually fade as we resume 
our lives in the world, and it will need regular re-charging, so that it remains a light ready to lighten 
and brighten our worlds when we need it and let it. 

 
So be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Amen. 
 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


