
 
 

Cornelius Duffie GUILD 
 

The Cornelius Duffie Guild of the Saint Thomas 
Planned Giving Society was founded in 2009 to 
recognize those people who have put Saint Thomas 
Church or Choir School in their estate plans.   
 
Throughout its history, Saint Thomas has benefitted 
greatly from bequests and other types of planned gifts, 
and it is in an effort to acknowledge, thank and 
remember these thoughtful donors, that the Rector, the 
Wardens, and the Vestry founded the Cornelius Duffie 
Guild.   
 
All donors of bequests and planned gifts are invited to 
join the Cornelius Duffie Guild and unless anonymity 
is requested, the members will be listed in the 
Yearbook and possibly in other published 
acknowledgments.  From time to time, the Guild will 
hold special events for its members.   
 
This important recognition society was named after 
the much beloved Cornelius Roosevelt Duffie, who in 
1823, at the age of thirty-five became the first Rector 
of Saint Thomas Church.  Mr. Duffie was born in New 
York City in 1789 and educated at Episcopal 
Academy in Cheshire, Connecticut, and at Columbia 
College.  Under his leadership, the Vestry decided to 
build a church, in the Gothic style, at the corner of 
Houston Street and Broadway.  In 1827, within a year 
after the consecration of this church, Cornelius Duffie 
died of typhoid fever at the age of thirty-eight. 
 

 
 

Saint Thomas 
Planned Giving Society 

 

 
 

Cornelius ROOSEVELT 
duffie guild 

 
Name _____________________________ 

 
Address___________________________ 

 
City  ______________________________ 

 
STATE ____________  ZIP _____________ 

 
PHONE ____________________________ 

 
EMAIL _____________________________ 

 
□  I have included saint Thomas Church  
     Or choir school in my estate plans.  

 
□   I would like information about 
      including Saint Thomas in my estate 
      plans. 
 
Return to: 
 
 Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue 

Cornelius ROOSEVELT duffie guild 
 One West Fifty-third Street 

New York, NY 10019 
 

Thank you. All inquiries are confidential. 
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