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Welcome to Saint Thomas Church, a parish of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. 
Our mission is to worship, love and serve Our Lord Jesus Christ 
through the Anglican tradition and our unique choral heritage. 

 

The Reverend Canon Carl F. Turner, Rector 
  

VALEDICTORY EVENSONG  MAY 27, 2021 
 

FESTAL EVENSONG ― 5:30 p.m. 
 sung by the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys 

 
PRELUDE Fugue on ‘Ora Labora’ Nicholas Quardokus 
   (b. 1994) 

At the entry of the Ministers, the People stand. 

 
VERSICLES AND RESPONSES  Jonathan Bolena 
   (b. 2005) 

Priest O Lord, open thou our lips.  
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  
Priest O God, make speed to save us.  
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.  
Priest Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.   
Priest Praise ye the Lord.  
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised. 

 
PSALMS 127 & 128 Sung by the Choir Anglican Chant (Parratt, Goss) 

 
NISI DOMINUS 

XCEPT the Lord build the house: their labour is but lost that build it. 
  Except the Lord keep the city: the watchman waketh but in vain. 

It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, and so late take rest,  
 and eat the bread of carefulness: for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 
Lo, children and the fruit of the womb: are an heritage and gift that cometh of the Lord. 
Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant: even so are the young children. 
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: 
 they shall not be ashamed when they speak with their enemies in the gate. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

  BEATI OMNES 
LESSED are all they that fear the Lord: and walk in his ways. 
  For thou shalt eat the labours of thine hands: O well is thee, and happy shalt thou be. 

Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine: upon the walls of thine house. 
Thy children like the olive-branches: round about thy table. 
Lo, thus shall the man be blessed: that feareth the Lord. 

 The Lord from out of Sion shall so bless thee: 
  that thou shalt see Jerusalem in prosperity all thy life long. 

Yea, that thou shalt see thy children’s children: and peace upon Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
   read by Quinn Vanasco 

 
The People stand for the Office Hymn and the Magnificat. 

 
OFFICE HYMN Sung by the Choir LUCIS CREATOR OPTIME 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT IN C  Ralph Vaughan Williams 
   (1872-1958) 
 

Y soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
  For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  

For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm;  
 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.  
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
 as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
The People sit. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Colossians 3:12-17 
   read by Ethan Kim 
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The People stand for the Nunc Dimittis and the Creed. 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS IN C  Ralph Vaughan Williams 
  

ORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 
   For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 BELIEVE in God  
  the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven,  
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost, The holy catholic Church,  
The communion of saints, The forgiveness of sins,  
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Priest The Lord be with you.  
Choir And with thy spirit.  
 
The People kneel. 
 
Priest Let us pray.  
Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 Christ, have mercy upon us.  
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

UR Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. Amen.  
 
Priest O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
Choir And grant us thy salvation.  
Priest O Lord, save the State;  
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Priest Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.  
Priest O Lord, save thy people;  
Choir And bless thine inheritance.  
Priest Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.  
Priest O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

 GOD, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and earth:     
  We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and give us those things 

which are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SECOND COLLECT 
 

 GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
  Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 
 

IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all   
  perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
The People sit. 

 
ANTHEM A Song of Wisdom Charles Villiers Stanford 
   (1852-1924) 
 

 CAME forth from the mouth of the Most High, and covered the earth as a mist. 
   I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in the pillar of the cloud. 

Alone I compassed the circuit of heaven and walked in the depth of the abyss. 
In the waves of the sea and in all the earth, and in every people and nation, I got a possession. 
With all these I sought rest. 
And I took root in a people that was glorified, in the portion of the Lord’s own inheritance. 
I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, and as a cypress on the mountains of Hermon. 
I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea shore, and as a fair olive tree in the plain. 
And my branches are branches of glory and grace, and my flowers are the fruit of glory and riches. 
Come unto me, ye that are desirous of me, and ye be filled with my fruits. 
And I came out as a stream from a river, I said, I will water my garden, 
 and will water abundantly my garden-bed. 
And lo, my stream became a river, and my river became a sea. 
For my thoughts are filled from the sea, and my counsels from the great deep. 
I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and my throne is in the pillar of the cloud. 

 
Ecclesiasticus 24 

 
HOMILY The Rector 
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HYMN   ENGELBERG 
 

 
 
PRAYERS The Rev. Alison Turner, Acting Chaplain 
 
 The Acting Chaplain says 
 
 Let us pray. 
 
 The People kneel.  This response is used 
 
 Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 The prayers end with the General Thanksgiving said by all 
 

LMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies,  
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks  

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men.   
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies,  
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we shew forth thy praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives; by giving up ourselves to thy service,  
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost  
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 
The People sit. The Rector, the Interim Head of School, and the Acting Chaplain gather at the High Altar with the 
Class of 2021.  
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VALEDICTION Ms. Amalia Francisco, Interim Head of School 
 
 The Interim Head of School addresses the boys who are graduating 
 

RADUATING Class of 2021 - Leighton, Ethan, James, Quinn, Christopher - a significant part of 
your young lives has been spent in this beautiful and special place. I hope that in the years to 

come you will be pleased that you have offered so much of your time and talent here and that you 
will come to understand at deeper and deeper levels the true significance of what you have been 
involved in. The time has now come for you to move on to new schools, to achieve new things and 
to make new friends. Our prayer for you today is that you will leave with a determination always to 
offer your very best in whatever sphere of life you may be called to, and that you will take with you a 
love of beauty, a respect for truth, a desire to serve other people and the seeds of a faith that will 
endure. 

 
 The graduating boys kneel and each receives a silver cross as the Choir sings this motet 
 

MOTET  Maurice Duruflé 
   (1902-1986) 
 

BI caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 

Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 

Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur. 

Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum. 

Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. Amen. 
 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 

Christ’s love has gathered us into one. 

Let us rejoice and be pleased in him. 

Let us fear and let us love the living God. 

And may we love each other with a sincere heart. Amen. 

Adapted from the Offertorium for Maundy Thursday 
 
FINAL PRAYER 
 

The Acting Chaplain says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
The People stand. 
 

LMIGHTY God, who through the generations has enriched this parish by the faithful service of 
its members and those who support its daily life we commend thy protection to Leighton, 

Ethan, James, Quinn, Christopher now to leave our fellowship, preserve them from all that may 
harm, in body or in spirit, all the days of their life. Give them the companionship of faithful friends, 
trustworthy neighbors and loyal colleagues. But most of all, continue to assure them of thy presence 
and thy love on their pilgrimage in this world and unto the joys of life eternal, this we ask for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Interim Head of School and the Graduating Boys return to their places in Choir. 
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SCHOOL HYMN  ORA LABORA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE BLESSING 

 

AY the Father from whom every family in earth and heaven receives its name 
  strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts  

by faith; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE Variations on ‘Ora Labora’  Gerre Hancock 
   (1934-2012) 
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ASSISTING CLERGY 

The Reverend Matthew Moretz, Associate Rector 
and Interim Director of Administration 
The Reverend Alison J. Turner,  

Associate for Children and Family Ministry 
The Reverend Dr. Patrick S. Cheng,  

Theologian in Residence 
The Reverend Ryan Bennett, Assistant Priest 

The Reverend Sr. Marie Promise Atelon SSM, 
Assistant Priest 

 

STAFF 
Dr. Jeremy Filsell, Organist and Director of Music 

Nicolas Haigh, Associate Organist 
Nicholas Quardokus, Assistant Organist 

Aaron W. Koch, Head Verger 
Bruce Smith, Chief Advancement Officer 

Adam MacDonald, Director of Development 
Blake Martin, Interim Director of Communications 

and Digital Production 
Lizette Hernandez, Executive Assistant to the Rector 

 

SAINT THOMAS CHOIR SCHOOL 
Amalia Francisco, Interim Head of School 

202 West 58th Street, New York, NY 10019 
Telephone: 212-247-3311 

www.ChoirSchool.org 
admissions@choirschool.org 

 
HONORARY CLERGY 

The Reverend Andrew C. Mead, OBE, DD, Rector Emeritus 
The Right Reverend Andrew St. John, Bishop in Residence 

The Reverend Mark Brown, Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend Gina Gore, Honorary Assistant 

The Reverend Canon Anne Mallonee, Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend David F. Mc Neeley, Honorary Assistant 
The Reverend William A. Norgren, Honorary Assistant 

The Reverend Thomas F. Pike, Honorary Assistant 
The Rev. Canon Prof. J. Robert Wright, Honorary Assistant 

 
THE VESTRY 
The Rector, Chair 

Kazie Metzger Harvey, Warden  Jesse Adelaar, Warden 
Stephen Gauster-Filek  Christopher M. Haley, Clerk 
Winnie Kung  Pamela A. Lewis 
Brett Moore  Edith Morrill 
Karl C. Saunders, Treasurer  Midge Woolsey 
  Gregory Zaffiro, Assistant Treasurer 
  

You may contact the Wardens using this address: Wardens@SaintThomasChurch.org. 
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