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Pièce terminale pour la Messe de la fête de l’Annonciation Michel Boulnois
(1907-2008)

VIII. ‘Dieu est simple’ (God is unique) from Méditations sur le Mystère de la Sainte Trinité
Alleluia de la Toussaint (Hallelujah of  All Saints) - Les Trois sont Un (The Three are One) - Père (Father) - Fils (Son)
Esprit (Spirit) & Cry of  Saint Paul (‘Ô profondeur des richesses de la sagesse et de la science de Dieu!’ [O, the depth of  the riches of  the wisdom 
and knowledge of  God!])

Olivier Messiaen
(1908-1992)

Berceuse du Petit Nègre Michel Boulnois

IX. ‘Je suis Celui qui suis’ (I am who I am) from Méditations sur le Mystère de la Sainte Trinité
Je suis Celui qui suis (I am who I am) - Song of  the fauvette des jardins - Song of  the fauvette à tete noire

Olivier Messiaen

The Méditations sur le Mystère de la Sainte Trinité (2022 forms the 50th anniversary of  their first performance 1972, 
given in Washington DC by the composer) grew from improvisations Messiaen created at the inauguration of  the 
restored organ of  La Trinité in 1967, the Parisian church where he served as organiste titulaire for over 60 years. 
The nine Méditations of  the cycle formed his largest-scale organ work to date, and they mark Messiaen’s first use 
of  what he termed his ‘communicable language’, in which each letter of  the alphabet is assigned to a unique pitch 
and note-value, thus translating text into music. Haunting harmonies, awe-inspiring monumental grandeur and the 
deepest profundity of  expression are contrasted here by the innocence of  birdsong with the recurrent call of  the 
yellowhammer, a tranquil voice from nature amid the kaleidoscopic Biblical themes.



Upcoming Recitals at Saint Thomas Church

Sunday, March 20 at 5.15 p.m.
Mark Pacoe, organ 

Works by Wyton, Roberts, Conte, Jie, and Creston

Sunday, March 27 at 5.15 p.m.
JaMie Hitel, organ

Works by Purcell, Moore, Elgar, Bingham, and Mathias

For further information, please visit the Organ Recitals page on the church website:
https://www.saintthomaschurch.org/events/categories/music/sunday-recital-series/

Email: organrecitals@saintthomaschurch.org

JereMy Filsell is one of  only a few virtuoso performers as both pianist and organist. He has appeared as a 
solo pianist in Russia, Scandinavia, New Zealand and Australia and throughout the USA and UK. His concerto 
repertoire encompasses Bach, Mozart and Beethoven through to Shostakovich, John Ireland, Constant Lambert 
and the Rachmaninov cycle. He has recorded the solo piano music of  Herbert Howells, Bernard Stevens, Eugène 
Goossens and Johann Christoph Eschmann and recent releases include discs of  Rachmaninov’s solo piano music 
(Signum), the first two Rachmaninov Concerti (Raven) and the piano music of  Francis Pott (Acis). Jeremy is on 
the international roster of  Steinway Piano Artists and has recorded for BBC Radio 3, USA, and Scandinavian radio 
networks in solo and concerto roles. 

His discography comprises more than 35 solo recordings. Gramophone magazine commented on the series of  
12 CDs comprising the premiere recordings of  Marcel Dupré’s complete organ works for Guild in 2000 that 
it was ’one of  the greatest achievements in organ recording’. In 2005, Signum released a 3-disc set of  the six 
organ symphonies of  Louis Vierne, recorded on the 1890 Cavaillé-Coll organ in St. Ouen, Rouen. He has taught 
at universities, summer schools, and conventions in both the UK and USA and has served on international 
competition juries in England and Switzerland. Recent solo engagements have taken him across the USA and UK 
and to Germany, France, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Australia and New Zealand. In North America, he concertizes 
under the auspices of  Philip Truckenbrod Concert Artists. 

As a teenager, Jeremy Filsell was a Limpus, Shinn  & Durrant prizewinner for FRCO and was awarded the Silver 
Medal of  the Worshipful Company of  Musicians. As a student of  Nicolas Kynaston and Daniel Roth, he studied 
as an Organ Scholar at Keble College, Oxford before completing graduate studies in piano performance with 
David Parkhouse and Hilary McNamara at the Royal College of  Music in London. His PhD in Musicology from 
Birmingham City University/Conservatoire was awarded for research involving aesthetic and interpretative issues in 
the music of  Marcel Dupré. Before moving to the USA in 2008, he held Academic and Performance lectureships 
at the Royal Academy of  Music in London and the Royal Northern College of  Music in Manchester, and was a 
lay clerk in the Queen’s choir at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. He combined an international recital and 
teaching career with being director of  music at the Church of  the Epiphany and then of  St. Alban’s in Washington 
DC, Artist-in-residence at Washington National Cathedral, and Professor of  Organ at the Peabody Conservatory 
(Baltimore), before moving to New York in April 2019 to become Organist & Director of  Music at the Church of  
Saint Thomas, Fifth Avenue.


