
SAINT THOMAS CHURCH FIFTH AVENUE 
in the 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
✠ 

The Reverend Canon Carl F. Turner, Rector 
 

Welcome to Saint Thomas Church, a parish of the Episcopal Diocese of New York.  
Our mission is to worship, love and serve Our Lord Jesus Christ 
through the Anglican tradition and our unique choral heritage. 

 

Please switch off all cellular telephones. Unauthorized recordings and the 
taking of photographs during worship at Saint Thomas Church are prohibited. 

To contact us, email welcome@SaintThomasChurch.org. 
 
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS – THE HOLY FAMILY DECEMBER 31, 2023 

 
SAID EUCHARIST – 9 a.m. 

 
The Penitential Order 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom,  

now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
 
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: “You shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins! 
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God through  
Jesus the Savior of the world.” 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
The People remain standing. Silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Lord, have mercy.    
Lord, have mercy.    
  

Christ, have mercy.    
Christ, have mercy.   
 

Lord, have mercy.    
Lord, have mercy.    
 
The Gloria in Excelsis is said  

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



The Collect of the Day 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Silence is kept. The Celebrant says the Collect. 
 
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your 
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, 
may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The People sit.  
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
The Lesson Sirach 3:2-6, 12-24 
 
A reading from the Book of Sirach. 
 
For the Lord honours a father above his children, and he 
confirms a mother’s right over her children. Those who 
honour their father atone for sins, and those who respect 
their mother are like those who lay up treasure. Those who 
honour their father will have joy in their own children, and 
when they pray they will be heard. Those who respect their 
father will have long life and those who honour their mother 
obey the Lord; My child, help your father in his old age, and 
do not grieve him as long as he lives; even if his mind fails, be 
patient with him; because you have all your faculties do not 
despise him. For kindness to a father will not be forgotten, 
and will be credited to you against your sins; in the day of 
your distress it will be remembered in your favour; like frost 
in fair weather, your sins will melt away. Whoever forsakes a 
father is like a blasphemer, and whoever angers a mother is 
cursed by the Lord. My child, perform your tasks with 
humility; then you will be loved by those whom God accepts. 
The greater you are, the more you must humble yourself; so 
you will find favour in the sight of the Lord. For great is the 
might of the Lord; but by the humble he is glorified. 
Neither seek what is too difficult for you, nor investigate what 
is beyond your power. Reflect upon what you have been 
commanded, for what is hidden is not your concern. Do not 
meddle in matters that are beyond you, for more than you 
can understand has been shown to you. For their conceit has 
led many astray, and wrong opinion has impaired their 
judgement.  
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 128:1-5 
 
The Lector announces the psalm response and all repeat. 
 
R.  Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, 

Who walks in his ways. 
 
Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, 
Who walks in his ways.   
You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;  
You shall be happy; and it shall go well with you. R. 
 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house;  
your children will be like olive shoots around your table. R. 
 
Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord. 
The Lord bless you from Zion.  
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem  
all the days of your life R.  
 
The Second Lesson Colossians 3:12-21 
 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians. 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in 
all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, be 
subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, 
love your wives and never treat them harshly. Children, obey 
your parents in everything, for this is your acceptable duty in 
the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, or they may 
lose heart.  
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

The People stand. 
 

Lector Alleluia, alleluia. 
Glory to God in the highest heaven; 
peace on earth to people of good will. 

People Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 



The Holy Gospel                      Luke 2:22-40 
 

The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

  ✠ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Saint Luke. 
 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law 
of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided 
by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your 
servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and 
mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished 
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Homily 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
The People stand.  
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  

and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son  
  he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic  
  and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism  
  for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People (Form III) 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Pause 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 
humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 



We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your  
Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the  
nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief  
or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
 
After a period of silence, the Celebrant concludes with this collect 
 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may 
share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share 
our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  
for ever and ever. 
 
People Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
The Peace 
 
The People stand. The Celebrant says 
 
Unto us a child is born. Unto us a son is given. 
And his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The Offertory 
 
The Celebrant takes the paten with the bread, saying 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
for through your goodness  
we have received the bread we offer you: 
fruit of the earth and work of human hands, 
it will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Celebrant takes the chalice, saying 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
for through your goodness  
we have received the wine we offer you: 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands, 
it will become our spiritual drink. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant says the Preface 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere  
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. 
 
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for 
us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made 
perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so 
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 
receive power to become your children. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The People stand or kneel.  
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer.   
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,  
the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will,  
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  
Celebrant and People 
  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,  
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may  
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 
People AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,  
 we are bold to say 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant and People 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 
A period of silence is kept. Then is said 
 
 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 grant us peace. 
 
The Invitation to Communion 
 
The Celebrant says 
 

Behold the Lamb of God.  
Behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

People Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 

 
The Celebrant and people receive Holy Communion. 
Gluten free hosts are available; please ask the priest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
The People kneel. Celebrant and People 
 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Celebrant says 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And with your spirit. 

 
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things 
earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Celebrant Go in the light and the peace of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
The flowers today are offered to the glory of God  

and in memory of the following: 
Charles A. Gould, Margaret Crane Hurlbut, and Albion E. Metcalf 

 

 
PARISH NOTICES 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

All are invited to A Manhattan Regional Gathering with Bishop Dietsche and Bishop Heyd  
on Thursday, January 11, 2024. Light Refreshments will be served from 6pm - 7pm , followed by 

A Service of Song and Celebration from 7pm – 8pm. 
 

St. George’s Church 
7 Rutherford Place 

New York, NY 10003 
 

For more details and to RSVP,  
please visit the Episcopal Diocese website. 

https://dioceseny.org/ednyevent/regional-gathering-manhattan/ 
 

 
PILGRIMS' COURSE 2024 

 

Want to know more about the Christian Faith?  
Want to be baptized or confirmed?  

Want to become a member of Saint Thomas Church? 
 

The Pilgrims’ Course explores the Christian Faith as the Episcopal Church has received it, and as Saint Thomas expresses it through its 
mission to worship, love, and serve our Lord Jesus Christ through the Anglican Tradition and our unique choral heritage. Classes are 
open to all and, each year, a number of parishioners attend to refresh their faith and support those who are new to the faith or to our 

community. The first class will commence on Wednesday, January 17. A simple hot meal is available at 6:30pm, and the class runs from 
7-8pm. Classes are hybrid, so if you cannot be present in-person, you can join us on-line. 

To register please email: pilgrims@saintthomaschurch.org 
 
 

mailto:pilgrims@saintthomaschurch.org


 
 

For the second year in a row, Saint Thomas Choir School is partnering with Rise Against Hunger 
to host a Meal-Packaging Event on Martin Luther King Jr. National Day of Service. Rise Against 

Hunger is a US-based non-profit organization that works internationally to help achieve the United 
Nations Sustainable Goal #2 of zero hunger. Last year we packaged 12,096 meals.  

This year, with your help, we hope to package 20,000 meals.  
Please join us if you are able on January 15 from 9:45 am-12 pm to help us reach our goal.  

To register, please scan the QR code below. Questions? 
 Contact Lissy Hodge at lhodge@choirschool.org.  

We hope to see you there! 
 

 
 
 
Saint Thomas Church Tours are available on Sundays after the 
11am service. It is a great way to experience and learn about the 
church. If you are interested, please meet the Tour Guide on the 
south side of the Narthex near the “Tour Guide – Meet Here” 
sign. Note: there is no tour today. 
 
Our Parish Bookstore and Gift Shop is temporarily closed as it is 
being relocated to part of the Narthex nearest the Chantry 
Chapel. If you have any questions, please reach out to 
giftshop@saintthomaschurch.org. 
 
The Saint Thomas Theological Education Program,  rooted in 
Scripture, tradition, and spirituality, is for those who  
seek a deeper understanding of faith, worship and prayer. 
Lecturers are The Rev. Dr. Luigi Gioia, Theologian in  
Residence, and internationally renowned guest speakers 
committed to making theology accessible to non-specialists. 
Classes are held Sundays at 10am on the 5th Floor of  
the Parish House and are streamed online. For more info,  
contact Fr. Luigi Gioia: lgioia@saintthomaschurch.org.  
(Please note the class is on hiatus until January 7.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children and Family Ministries: Sunday School will  
resume with an Epiphany Family Feast on Sunday, January 7 at 
10am in the Parish House. The Nursery continues to be available 
for the sole use of babies and toddlers with their 
parents/caregivers, from 9am-1pm on Sundays in the Parish 
House, 3rd floor. To receive our CFM newsletter, contact 
childrenandfamilies@saintthomaschurch.org.  
 
Weekly Bible Study on Fridays at 1pm. Fr. Schultz leads a series 
of sessions that will serve as a deep dive into the Gospel of John. 
Join us as we continue our exploration of the Book of Signs (John 
1:18 through chapter 12).  For more information, please contact 
Fr. Schultz at mschultz@saintthomaschurch.org. (Please note that 
the weekly Bible Study is on hiatus until January 12.) 
 

mailto:lhodge@choirschool.org
mailto:giftshop@saintthomaschurch.org
mailto:lgioia@saintthomaschurch.org
mailto:childrenandfamilies@saintthomaschurch.org.
mailto:mschultz@saintthomaschurch.org

