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Whether serving on Committees or actively managing employment training and day care for 
working women, often immigrants living in the tenements of the East Side, the women of 
Saint Thomas have played essential roles in carrying forward the mission of the parish and 
the larger Episcopal Church. Especially during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century, several women also made significant monetary donations that, for example, made 
possible the construction the Halsey Day Nursery and the John Wesley Brown Summer 
Home on Long Island, a precursor in spirit to the well-known Fresh Air Fund. 


