
 

 

 

PRESENTS 

THE GRAND ORGAN SERIES: 
COCHEREAU AND THE FRENCH MASTERS 

 

 

FRÉDÉRIC BLANC, ORGAN 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2024 
3 P.M. 

SAINT THOMAS CHURCH FIFTH AVENUE  



 

We are extremely grateful to all our donors who support and enhance the activities 
of Concerts at Saint Thomas. This evening’s concert is underwritten in part by the 
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Matthew Ailey & Greg Zaffiro 
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Dr. Jeremy Filsell, The Nancy B. & John B. Hoffmann Organist and Director of Music 

Mr. Christopher Seeley, Head of School 
The Saint Thomas Choir School  



 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2024 
3 P.M. 

 
 

KINDLY REMEMBER 
 TO SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

 

 Ouverture improvisée     Frédéric Blanc 
  (b. 1967) 

 
 Fantaisie de “L’Épiphanie” Charles Tournemire 
   from L’orgue Mystique, Op. 55, No. 7 (1870-1939) 

 
 La vallée du Béhorléguy, au matin Joseph Ermend-Bonnal 
   from Paysages Euskariens     (1880-1944) 

 
     Prélude in E-flat minor, Op. 5  Maurice Duruflé  
  (1902-1986) 

 
 Andante from Deux Pièces (1924) Maurice Duruflé    

  
 Carillon de Westminster Louis Vierne 
   from 24 Pièces de Fantaisie pour orgue, Op. 54, No. 6 (1870-1937) 

 
 Toccata on Placare Christe Servulis  Marcel Dupré 
   from Le Tombeau de Titlouze, Op. 38 (1886-1971) 

 
 V’la l’bon vent (1970) Pierre Cochereau 
  (1924-1984) 
  transcr. François Lombard 

 
 Berceuse à la mémoire de Louis Vierne Pierre Cochereau 
  transcr. Frédéric Blanc 

 
 Versets de Vêpres (1963) Pierre Cochereau 

i. Fond d’Orgue transcr. Jeanne Joulain 
ii. Récit de Cornet  
iii. Molto lento – Strings 

 
 Triptyque Symphonique improvisé     Frédéric Blanc 

 
 
 
 
 



 

BIOGRAPHY 
 
 

Originally from the Southwest of France, 
Frédéric Blanc began improvising at the piano 
and the organ very young, and discovered 
music. After his studies at the Conservatories 
of Toulouse and Bordeaux, he continued 
perfecting his art with notable French 
organists André Fleury, Marie-Claire Alain, 
and Marie-Madeleine Duruflé, of whom he 
became a devoted disciple.   
 

Winner of several international competitions 
(the Grand Prix de Chartres, 2nd prize, 1996; 
and the Grand Prize of the Paris International 
Organ Competition, 1997), he now has a busy 
career as an international concert artist, playing 
recitals as a solo artist or with orchestra, and as an accompanist. In parallel, he 
participates in or leads radio broadcasts, conferences, and master classes throughout 
Europe and the United States (most recently at the Royal Academy of Music, 
London), on the subjects of French music and the art of improvisation. Among the 
American institutions where he has recently given master classes are Valparaiso 
University (Indiana), Stanford University (California), Hope College (Holland, 
Michigan), Northwestern University (Evanston, Illinois), Southern Methodist 
University (Dallas), and the Curtis Institute of Music (Philadelphia).   
 

He is regularly invited as a guest recitalist by a number of international organ festivals: 
Bonn, Chartres, Roquevaire, Toulouse-les-Orgues, Rome, Monaco.   
 

Frédéric Blanc is a member of the Organ Commission for the City of Paris, and a 
member of the Commission for non-protected organs [not historically classified by 
the French State] for the Director of Music for the French Ministry of Culture.   
 

He has recorded for Motette, EMI, Aeolus, and Baroque Notes, specializing in the 
French organ school as well as the French art of improvisation; these recording have 
been praised by music critics in many countries.   
 

He is the author of a study of the life and works of André Fleury (L’Orgue-cahiers et 
mémoires), and a monumental work dedicated to the memoirs and writings of 
Maurice Duruflé (Editions Séguier, Paris), as well as reconstructions of a number of 
the improvisations of Pierre Cochereau (Editions Butz).   
 

He has served as titular organist of the great Cavaillé-Coll organ of the Church of 
Notre-Dame d’Auteuil, Paris. 
 



 

 
 
 

Friends of Music share a passion for choral music and a commitment to upholding 
the tradition of excellence maintained by the world-renowned Saint Thomas Choir 
of Men and Boys. Friends of Music enjoy a host of benefits including concierge 
ticketing and invitations to social and educational events throughout the season. 

 
Friends are loyal. Friends have heart. Friends listen. 

Join the Friends of Music today! 

As of September 9, 2024 
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The Rev. Dr. David & Dr.  
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Chuck Miller & John Hart 
R. Taggart Murphy 
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Gordon & Dailey Pattee 

Ann Patton 
Christopher & Staci Seeley 
Bruce Smith & The Rev. Kate Malin 
Michael T. Smith 
Murray & Hazel Somerville 
Cynthia Spurdle 
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Robert & Martha Korver 
Vincent E. Lauten 
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Frances E. Mintz 
  in memory of Eugene G. Mintz 
Daniel Moody 
Linda O’Neill 
Nick & Phyllis Orem 
Benita & Stephen Potters 
Deborah Purdon 
Jurgen Rademaker 
Frank L. Reis 
Suzanne C. Rice & John F. 
  Schopfer 
John A. Romeri 

Ann Scott 
  in memory of Marion E.Scott 
Susan Seaman 
Mary Shannon 
Wendy & Richard Sherman 
Christina & Douglas Short 
Patricia Lee Smith 
Andrew R. St. John 
Chuyoung & Erik Suter* 
Cecilia Sweeney 
Charles Thomas 
Sue & Charlie Thomas 
Roderick P. Thompson 
Theresa S. Thompson 
David & Gary Tisdale-Woods 
Peter Trapp 
Samuel Urmey 
Michael Willis 
Heather M. Williams* 
  in honor of Max J. Sauberg 
Jeong Yoon 
Caroline Rob Zaleski
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Anonymous (5) 
Lisanne Beretta & Hans- 
  Christian Ritter 
Justin Bischof 
Robert Mark Blumenfeld 
John Burrows 
Troy Buttone 
Kristin Catalano & William  
  Halvey* 
Bernadette Chapman 
Thomas R. Charsky 
Susan Clearwater 
Brent Douglass 
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph E. Duncan 
Judith & Bruce Eissner 
Bruce Elfvin 
M & S Fagan 
Bruce Fischler 
Richard B. Gwathmey, Jr. 
Richard & Joanna Hahn 
John Hall 
  in memory of Laurie Paddleford 
Linda Hawkins 
Jane Paddleford Henrickson 
  in memory of Laurie Paddleford 
Beth & Paul Himmelstein 
Charles Kidder 
Alan Kornberg 
The Rev. Cn. John & Susan  
  Hartnett 
Alison Lankenau 
David Lemon 
Changhyun Lee & Hearan  
  Kim* 
Jong Jin Lee & Eun Ok Kim* 
Bryant Park & Sujung Kim* 

Ursel Kratt 
Lynne Malina 
Suzanne Marvosh 
Deni McChesney 
Greggory B. & Patricia  
  Mendenhall 
Ginger Miller 
Joan T. Mischo 
Rosalind Mohnsen 
Eliza Mount 
Emily Nammacher 
Charles Nastro 
Diana & Dan Nixon 
Eugene O’Brien 
Starr Ockenga 
David C. Patterson 
Jordan R. Peek 
Richard Dannay & Gloria C.  
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Barbara & Mac Phillips 
Gwen Pier 
Christopher Pink 
Drew Stewart Popjoy 
Marjorie Harrison Proctor 
Jean Clay Radice† 
Jonathan Rabinowitz 
John Ramseyer 
Dr. John C. Ribble 
Barry E. Richardson 
Jonathan Riss 
Wayne Ritchie 
Leah Rubin 
Jeannie Russell 
Avinoam Paul Sharon 
Martha Jay Schultz 
Gerald & Lori Shepherd 
Susan Shipman 

Lee C. Smith 
Murray & Hazel Somerville 
John Sterling 
Stanley Stillman 
Thomas Stires* 
Sidney† & Judith Stires† 
The Rev. Nancy Streufert 
Carole, Neal & Chris Stuber* 
Douglas Thomas 
Craig Tozzo 
Benita P. Trinkle 
J. Stanley Tucker 
Richard Valcich & Mouse 
  Ashjian 
John Van Sant 
Joseph A. Vitacco III 
Kenneth Vittor 
Dr. Jane van Tilborg 
Dr. Abraham Wagner 
Henry Watanabe 
Molly Waymire 
Raymond G. Wells 
Susan Werbe 
Trevor Weston* 
Thomas J. Whalen 
Kate Wheeler 
  in memory of Robert Wheeler 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. G. White 
Richard Widdicombe 
Doug Wingo 
D. Scott Wise 
Ralph Womble 
John Yong* 
Ho Yoo* 
Mr. & Mrs. David Zahorsky* 

 

HONORARY FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

Judith Hancock 
Nancy B. † & John B. Hoffmann 

Michael & Susan Weaver 
in honor of G. William Haas 

* Chorister Parent/Alumnus/Family 
† In Memoriam 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Upcoming Performances 
 

November 23, 2024|Saturday at 3pm  
The Grand Organ Series 

Bruckner & Beyond: Austrian Organ Masterpieces 

Lukas Hasler, organ 

Presented in collaboration with the Austrian Cultural Forum New York 

____________________________________________________________ 

December 10 & 12, 2024|Tuesday & Thursday at 7:30pm 

G.F. Handel: Messiah 

The Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys 

New York Baroque Incorporated 

Emily Donato, soprano   Emily Marvosh, contralto 

Rufus Müller, tenor   David Soar, bass 

Jeremy Filsell, conductor 

____________________________________________________________ 

December 19 & 21, 2024|Thursday at 5:30pm & Saturday at 12pm 

Christmas on Fifth Avenue 

The Boys of the Saint Thomas Choir 

Bridget Kibbey, harp   Nicolas Haigh, organ 

Jeremy Filsell, conductor 

____________________________________________________________ 

January 18, 2025|Saturday at 3pm  

The Grand Organ Series 

Kimberly Marshall: Cycles Through Time 

Kimberly Marshall, organ  

____________________________________________________________ 

February 22, 2025|Saturday at 3pm 

The Grand Organ Series 

Franz Liszt: The Greater Organ and Piano Works 

Jeremy Filsell, organ and piano 
 

 
For tickets and more information, please visit www.SaintThomasChurch.org/Concerts 


